
Mon, Feb 16 – El Escorial, Calatayud 
Overview: 
• breakfast: ? (in Toledo) 

•  am: drive to El Escorial 

•  lunch: something near El Escorial or en route 

•  pm: drive to Zaragoza 

•  dinner: at hotel 

• (spend night in Zaragoza) 

Drive to El Escorial: 132 km 1 hour 26 mins 
 
Start address: Calle de los Alamillos del Tránsito 45002 Toledo 
End address: Monasterio de El Escorial Av de Juan de Borbón y 
Battenberg, 28200 San Lorenzo de El Escorial, Spain 
 
Start at: Calle de los Alamillos del Tránsito 45002 Toledo, Spain 
 
1. Head south on Calle de los Alamillos del Tránsito - 68 m 
2. Turn right to stay on Calle de los Alamillos del Tránsito - 56 m 
3. Slight right at Paseo del Tránsito - 75 m 
4. Continue onto Calle de los Reyes Católicos - 0.3 km 
5. Slight left at Bajada de San Martín - 43 m 
6. Take the 1st right onto Travesía de San Juan de los Reyes - 81m 
7. Continue onto Plaza de San Juan de los Reyes - 58 m 
8. Turn right at Paseo de Recaredo - 0.5 km 
9. At Glorieta de la Reconquista, take the 1st exit onto Calle de 
Alfonso VI - 0.2 km 
10. At the traffic circle, take the 3rd exit onto Calle del Cardenal Tavera - 0.3 km 
11. Continue straight to stay on Calle del Cardenal Tavera - 0.2 km 
12. Continue onto Calle del Marqués de Mendigorria - 0.3 km 
13. At the traffic circle, take the 2nd exit onto N-403a - 0.1 km 
14. Slight right at N-403a/Av de Castilla-La Mancha - 0.4 km 
15. At the traffic circle, take the 5th exit onto N-403a - 0.6 km 
16. Slight right at AP-41  Partial toll road - 59.2 km 
17. Take exit onto R-5 toward Móstoles/Madrid  Toll road - 6.1 km 
18. Take exit 11 toward M-506/Móstoles/M-50/Todas Direcciones - 0.4 km 
19. Keep left at the fork, follow signs for M-50 - 1.5 km 
20. Keep left at the fork, follow signs for R-5/Leganés/Madrid - 0.6 km 
21. Keep right at the fork, follow signs for M-50/A-5/Badajoz/A-6 - 0.6 km 
22. Keep left at the fork, follow signs for Móstoles - 15 m 
23. Keep right at the fork to continue toward Autopista M-50/M-50 - 1.2 km 
24. Keep left at the fork, follow signs for M-50/A-5/Badajoz/A-6 and merge onto Autopista M-50/M-50 - 24.7 km 
25. Take the exit toward A-6 - 0.8 km 
26. Keep left at the fork, follow signs for A-6/Villalba/A Coruña and merge onto A-6 - 18.8 km 
27. Continue onto AP-6 (signs for AP-6/N-VI/A Coruña) - 5.5 km 
28. Take exit 47 for M-600 toward El Escorial/Guadarrama - 0.5 km 
29. At the traffic circle, take the 3rd exit onto M-600 heading to El Escorial  Go through 1 traffic circle - 6.9 km 
30. At the traffic circle, take the 2nd exit onto Ctra de Guadarrama - 0.9 km 
31. Continue onto Calle Juan de Toledo - 0.6 km 
32. Slight left to stay on Calle Juan de Toledo - 0.6 km 
33. At the traffic circle, take the 2nd exit - 47 m 
34. Turn right at Av de Juan de Borbón y Battenberg  Destination will be on the left - 0.2 km 
 
Arrive at: Monasterio de El Escorial Av de Juan de Borbón y Battenberg, 28200 San Lorenzo de El Escorial, Spain 

 

 

  



Real Monasterio de San Lorenzo de El Escorial 
Felipe II was one of history's most deeply religious and forbidding monarchs—not to mention one of its most powerful—and the great 

granite monastery that he had constructed in a remarkable 21 years (1563-84) is an enduring testament to his character. Outside 

Madrid in the foothills of the Sierra de Guadarrama, the Real Monasterio de San Lorenzo de El Escorial (Royal Monastery of St. 

Lawrence of Escorial) is severe, rectilinear, and unforgiving—one of the most gigantic yet simple architectural monuments on the 

Iberian Peninsula. 

Felipe built the monastery in the village of San Lorenzo de El Escorial to commemorate Spain's crushing victory over the French at 

Saint-Quentin on August 10, 1557, and as a final resting place 

for his all-powerful father, the Holy Roman Emperor Carlos V. He 

filled the place with treasures as he ruled the largest empire the 

world had ever seen, knowing all the while that a marble coffin 

awaited him in the pantheon deep below. The building's vast 

rectangle, encompassing 16 courts, is modeled on the red-hot 

grille upon which St. Lawrence was martyred—appropriate 

enough, since August 10 was that saint's day. (It's also said that Felipe's troops accidentally destroyed a church dedicated to St. 

Lawrence during the battle and sought to make amends.) 

El Escorial is easily reached by car, train, bus, or organized tour from Madrid. If you plan on taking public transportation, the bus is 

probably the best alternative. Herranz's Lines 661 (through Galapagar) and 664 (through Guadarrama) depart a few times every 

hour (they run less frequently on the weekends) from bay number 30 at the Intercambiador (station) at Moncloa. The 50-minute ride 

leaves you within a five-minute walk of the monastery. You can also take the cercanías C-8a (commuter train C-8a) from either 

Atocha or Chamartín. However, trains run less frequently than the buses and stop at the town of El Escorial, from where you must 

either take Bus L-4 (also run by Herranz) to San Lorenzo de El Escorial (where the monastery is) or take a strenuous, long walk 

uphill. To get to the local tourist office (Calle Grimaldi 4. 91/890-5313), cross the arch that's across from the visitors' entrance to 

the monastery. The building and its adjuncts—a palace, museum, church, and more—can take hours or even days to tour. Easter 

Sunday's candlelight midnight Mass draws crowds, as does the summer tourist season. 

The monastery was begun by Juan Bautista de Toledo but finished in 1584 by Juan de Herrera, who would eventually give his name 

to a major Spanish architectural school. It was completed just in time for Felipe to die here, gangrenous and tortured by the gout 

that had plagued him for years, in the tiny, sparsely furnished bedroom that resembled a monk's cell more than the resting place of 

a great monarch. It's in this bedroom—which looks out, through a private entrance, into the royal chapel—that you most appreciate 

the man's spartan nature. Spain's later Bourbon kings, such as Carlos III and Carlos IV, had clearly different tastes, and their 

apartments, connected to Felipe's by the Hall of Battles, and which can be visited only with an appointment, are far more luxurious. 

Perhaps the most interesting part of the entire Escorial is the Panteón de los Reyes (Royal Pantheon), a baroque construction 

room from the 17th century that contains the body of every king since Carlos I except three—Felipe V (buried at La Granja), 

Ferdinand VI (in Madrid), and Amadeus of Savoy (in Italy). The body of Alfonso XIII, who died in Rome in 1941, was brought to El 

Escorial in January 1980. The rulers' bodies lie in 26 sumptuous marble-and-bronze sarcophagi that line the walls (three of which are 

empty, awaiting future rulers). Only those queens who bore sons later crowned lie in the same crypt; the others, along with royal 

sons and daughters who never ruled, lie nearby, in the Panteón de los Infantes built during the reign of Elizabeth II in the third 

quarter of the 19th century. Many of the royal children are in a single circular tomb made of Carrara marble. 

Another highlight is the monastery's surprisingly lavish and colorful library, with ceiling paintings by Michelangelo disciple Pellegrino 

Tibaldi (1527-96). The imposing austerity of El Escorial's facades makes this chromatic explosion especially powerful; try to save it 

for last. The library houses 50,000 rare manuscripts, codices, and ancient books, including the diary of St. Teresa of Ávila and the 

gold-lettered, illuminated Codex Aureus. Tapestries woven from cartoons by Goya, Rubens, and El Greco cover almost every inch of 

wall space in huge sections of the building, and extraordinary canvases by Velázquez, El Greco, David, Ribera, Tintoretto, Rubens, 

and other masters, collected from around the monastery, are displayed in the Museos Nuevos (New Museums). In the basilica, 

don't miss the fresco above the choir, depicting heaven, or Titian's fresco The Martyrdom of St. Lawrence, which shows the saint 

being roasted alive.   Cost: General admission EUR 8; with guided tour EUR 10  Open: Oct.-Mar., Tues.-Sun. 10-5  

  



Drive to Calatayud (hotel – Husa Monasterio Benedictino) 

 
 
376 km     3 hours 59 mins 
 
1. Head west on Av de Juan de Borbón y Battenberg toward Calle Grimaldi - 0.1 km 
2. Turn right at Calle Capilla - 48 m 
3. Turn right at Calle Floridablanca - 0.3 km 
4. At the traffic circle, take the 3rd exit onto Plaza de la Virgen de Gracia - 83 m 
5. Continue onto Calle Juan de Toledo - 1.1 km 
6. Continue onto Ctra de Guadarrama - 0.8 km 
7. At the traffic circle, take the 2nd exit onto M-600 - 1.0 km 
8. At the traffic circle, take the 2nd exit and stay on M-600 - 6.0 km 
9. At the traffic circle, take the 2nd exit onto the AP-6 ramp to Madrid - 0.3 km 
10. Merge onto AP-6 - 5.7 km 
11. Continue onto A-6 - 29.4 km 
12. Take exit 11 to merge onto Autopista M-40/M-40 
- 16.1 km 
13. Take exit 2A to merge onto R-2 toward M-50  
Partial toll road - 62.2 km 
14. Take the exit onto A-2  Partial toll road - 240 km 
15. Take the exit on the left onto E-90/A-2 toward 
Zaragoza/Barcelona - 6.8 km 
16. Take the exit onto A-2 - 3.0 km 
17. Take the Avenida de Los Pirineos exit - 0.2 km 
18. Take exit 322A toward Av de los Pirineos - 0.7 
km 
19. Keep left at the fork, follow signs for Z-30 and 
merge onto Av de los Pirineos - 0.8 km 
20. Slight right toward Calle del Comandante Ernesto 
Che Guevara (signs for A-68/Alcañiz/Castellón/A-
23/Teruel/Las Fuentes-Torrero/Camino de las 
Torres) - 90 m 
21. Continue straight onto Calle del Comandante 
Ernesto Che Guevara - 0.4 km 
22. Continue onto Av de los Pirineos - 0.8 km 
23. Turn left at Paseo de Echegaray y Caballero - 85 m 



24. Turn right at Calle de Salduba - 78 m 
25. Take the 1st right onto Plaza de César Augusto - 0.1 km 
26. Continue onto Plaza de Lanuza - 56 m 
27. Continue onto Av de César Augusto - 91 m 
28. Turn left at Calle de la Torre Nueva - 0.1 km 
29. Continue straight onto Plaza de San Felipe - 69 m 
30. Turn left at Calle de Matías Carrica - 52 m 
31. Turn left at Calle de Contamina - 9 m 
32. Take the 1st right onto Calle del Maestro Luna - 52 m 
33. Turn right at Calle de Sta Isabel - 14 m 
34. Take the 1st left onto Calle de Francisco Loscos - 53 m 
35. Turn left at Calle de la Manifestación  Destination will be 
on the right - 55 m 
 
Arrive:   Calle de la Manifestación 17, 50001 (Hotel Inca) 
 
 Zaragoza 

In high spirits after its 2008 Universal Exposition, Zaragoza is now 
about as exciting as it's ever been. This traditionally provincial city is 
experiencing its greatest boom since the Romans established a 
thriving river port here in 25 BC. Rated one of Spain's most desirable 
places to live because of its air quality, low cost of living, low 
population density, and other factors, Zaragoza seems full of self-
contained well-being. Despite its hefty size (pop. 660,895), this 
sprawling provincial capital midway between Barcelona, Madrid, 
Bilbao, and Valencia is a detour from the tourist track. 
 
 
 
 

 
Palacio de La Aljafería  (too far to walk, but we may drive by this, which is 1mi NE of our hotel) 
The Palacio de La Aljafería completes the trio of Spain's great Moorish palaces. If Córdoba's Mezquita shows the energy 
of the 10th-century Caliphate and Granada's Alhambra is the crowning 14th-century glory of Al-Andalus (the 789-year 
Moorish empire on the Iberian Peninsula), then the late 11th-century Aljafería can be seen as the intermediate step. 
Originally a fortress and royal residence, and later a seat of the Spanish Inquisition, the Aljafería is now the home of the 
Cortes (Parliament) de Aragón. The 9th-century Torre del Trovador (Tower of the Troubadour) appears in Giuseppe 
Verdi's opera Il Trovatore. 
Cost: EUR 3 Open: Mon.-Wed. and weekends 10-2 and 4-7, Fri. 4-7 
 

 
 
  



 
Walking tour of Zaragoza - 1.9 km – about 23 mins 
 
Start at: Hotel - Calle de la Manifestación, 17 50003 Zaragoza, Spain 
1. Head northwest on Calle de la Manifestación toward Calle de la Virgen - 25 m 
2. Turn right at Calle de la Virgen - 28 m 
3. Turn right at Calle de Prudencio - 78 m 
4. Turn left at Calle Convertidos - 25 m 
5. Slight left at Plaza de Nuestra Señora del Pilar - 43 m 
6. Turn left to stay on Plaza de Nuestra Señora del Pilar - 4 m 
7. Turn right to stay on Plaza de Nuestra Señora del Pilar  Destination will be on the right - 47 m 
 

Arrive at: Basílica de Nuestra Señora del Pilar 
Plaza de Nuestra Señora del Pilar, 19, 50003 
Zaragoza, Spain 
 
Basílica de Nuestra Señora del Pilar 
Hulking on the banks of the Ebro, the Basílica de 
Nuestra Señora del Pilar (Basilica of Our Lady of the 
Pillar), affectionately known as "La Pilarica," is 
Zaragoza's symbol and pride. An immense baroque 
structure with no fewer than 11 tile cupolas, La 
Pilarica is the home of the Virgen del Pilar, the patron 
saint not only of peninsular Spain, but of the entire 
Hispanic world. The cathedral was built in the 18th 
century to commemorate the appearance of the Virgin 
on a pillar, or pedestal, to St. James, Spain's other 
patron saint, during his legendary incarnation as 
Santiago Matamoros (St. James the Moorslayer) in 
the 9th century. La Pilarica herself resides in a side 
chapel that dates from 1754. The frescoes in the 
cupolas, some of which are attributed to the young 
Goya, are among the basilica's treasures. The Museo 



Pilarista holds drawings and some of the Virgin's jewelry. The bombs displayed to the right of the altar of La Pilarica 
chapel fell through the roof of the church in 1936 and miraculously failed to explode. You can still see one of the holes 
overhead to the left. Behind La Pilarica's altar is the tiny opening where the devout line up to kiss the rough marble pillar 
where La Pilarica was allegedly discovered. 
Cost: Basilica free, museum EUR 2     Open: Basilica daily 5:45AM-9:30PM, museum daily 9-2 and 4-6  
 
8. Head southwest on Plaza de Nuestra Señora del Pilar - 47 m 
9. Turn left to stay on Plaza de Nuestra Señora del Pilar  Destination will be on the right - 0.3 km 
Arrive at: La Seo Plaza de Nuestra Señora del Pilar 16 50003 Zaragoza, Spain 

 
La Seo 
Zaragoza's cathedral, La Seo (Catedral de San Salvador), at the eastern end of the 
Plaza del Pilar, is the city's bishopric, or diocesan seo (seat). An amalgam of 
architectural styles, ranging from the Mudejar brick-and-tile exterior to the Gothic 
altarpiece to exuberant Churrigueresque doorways, the Seo nonetheless has an 
18th-century baroque facade that seems to echo those of La Pilarica. The Museo de 
Tapices within contains medieval tapestries. The nearby medieval Casa y Arco del 
Deán form one of the city's favorite corners. 
Cost: Cathedral EUR 2.50, museum EUR 2  
Open: Cathedral Mon.-Sat. 10-2 and 4-8, Sun. 5-8; museum Tues.-Sat. 10-2 and 
4-6, Sun. 10-2  
 
10. Head southeast on Plaza de Nuestra Señora del Pilar toward Calle de Don Jaime 
I - 17 m 
11. Turn right at Calle de Don Jaime I - 0.1 km 
12. Turn left at Calle Mayor - 0.4 km 
13. Turn left at Calle de Pelegrín - 13 m 
14. Turn right at Plaza de la Magdalena - 15 m 
 
Arrive at: Plaza de la Magdalena 50001 Zaragoza, Spain 

 
Iglesia de la Magdalena  
The Iglesia de la Magdalena, next to the remains of the Roman forum, has an ancient brick Mudejar 
bell tower.  
The church is usually open in the mornings. 
 
15. Head northwest on Plaza de la Magdalena toward Calle de Pelegrín - 15 m 
16. Turn left at Calle de Pelegrín - 13 m 
17. Turn right at Calle Mayor - 0.4 km 
18. Continue onto Calle de Viena - 93 m 
19. Continue onto Calle de Espoz y Mina - 0.1 km 
20. Continue onto Plaza de la Justicia - 64 m 
21. Continue onto Calle de la Manifestación  Destination will be on the right - 55 m 
Arrive at: Calle de la Manifestación, 17 50003 Zaragoza, Spain 


